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DAN SEVERSON
 R

MARK RITCHIE
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Chapter Ten    Minnesota Votes
2010 GENERAL ELECTION RECOUNT SUMMARY:

The Nov. 2, 2010 election resulted in four races being automatically recounted.  An automatic 
recount is triggered by Minnesota law (Minnesota Statutes M.S. 204C.35) in state, judicial and 
federal races when the margin between the candidates is less than one-half of one percent.
Automatic recounts were held for the following elections: 

•        Governor: Mark Dayton (DFL); Tom Emmer (R) 
•        State House Legislative District 15b: King banaian (R); Carol Lewis (DFL) 
•        State House Legislative District 25b: Kelby Woodard (R); David bly (DFL) 
•        State House Legislative District 27A: Rich Murray (R); Robin brown (DFL) 

The State Canvassing board met on Nov. 23, 2010 and certified the results of the Nov. 2 general 
election for all races that did not trigger automatic recounts.  The board then designated a state 
recount official and approved the recount plan for those races in which automatic recounts were 
triggered.  The recounts began on Nov. 29, 2010 and were completed by Dec. 7, 2010.  

The State Canvassing board reconvened on Dec. 8, 2010 and certified the following official election 
results in the recounted races:

•        Governor: Dayton, 919,232 and Emmer, 910,462. 

	 During the Dec. 8, 2010 meeting, both candidates withdrew all their challenges and candidate  
   Emmer waived his right to a recount, which resulted in the board certifying as the official 
 election results the election totals included in the state canvassing report from the Nov. 23,   
 2010 State Canvassing board meeting. 

 State Elections Director Gary Poser presented to the board a second report that included the   
 numbers from the gubernatorial recount. In this report, 508 challenged ballots would have   
 been allocated to candidate Dayton and 103 challenged ballots allocated to candidate Emmer. 
 The final recount totals were Dayton, 919,691 and Emmer, 910,611.

•        State House District 15b: Candidate banaian, 5,480 and Lewis, 5,467. 
•        State House District 25b: Woodard, 8,903 and bly, 8,866.
•        State House District 27A: Murray, 7,511 and brown, 7,454

 ~ American Civil War 1861-1865 ~

THE FIRST NATIONAL THANKSGIVING DAY 1863
In 1863, with half of the Civil War remaining, President Abraham Lincoln, encouraged by 
editorials written by Sarah Josepha Hale, proclaimed a National Thanksgiving Day, to be 
celebrated on the final Thursday in November 1863.  Since 1863, Thanksgiving has been 
observed annually in the United States.  Lincoln’s proclamation stated,

“The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruitful 
fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are 
prone to forget the source from which they come, others have been added, which are of so 
extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which 
is habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God. In the midst of 
a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign 
States to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, 
order has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has 
prevailed everywhere except in the theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has been 
greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union. Needful diversions of 
wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national defence, have not 
arrested the plough, the shuttle, or the ship; the axe had enlarged the borders of our settle-
ments, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even 
more abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased...we...fervently implore 
the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to restore 
it as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, 
harmony, tranquility and Union.”


